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English

Total Marks: /20

Reading (Comprehension)

Read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions after it. You are recommended to
answer the questions in the order set. [12]

Deforestation and the Orangutan

Borneo is the world’s third largest island and home to one of the oldest, most precious tropical
rainforests. The World Wildlife Fund is taking action now to protect a large area, the Heart of
Borneo, from being destroyed. We need your help to make this happen. Over the past ten years,
more than 360 new species of plants and animals have been identified — and we know there
are many more still waiting to be discovered.

Unless we step in, these species could be lost forever. Deforestation is sweeping across
this incredible island and threatening its jewel, the Heart of Borneo. Commercial logging
— much of it illegal — and clearance for agriculture and palm oil plantations cause most of
the damage. Fires, deliberately started to prepare land for the plantations, are also a
serious and recurrent hazard.

Why is it so important to protect the Heart of Borneo? Thousands of the species are unique
to the island, making their extinction a real possibility. The forests are also home to arich
diversity of plant species that could provide future treatments and cures for
diseases. Lastly, the region is home to 500,000 people, plus a dwindling population
of the ‘man of the forest’, otherwise known as the orangutan.

The only great apes found outside Africa, orangutans once roamed freely
around the islands of Borneo and Sumatra. They spend most of their time in the
treetops, feeding and sleeping. If the trees are removed, the orangutans lose both their
home and their food source. Female orangutans usually give birth to one baby, before
taking care of it for up to six years. Orangutans have the slowest reproductive cycle of all
great apes, an average of eight years between births. Sadly, their slow reproduction
cannot keep the population from declining because of the impact of deforestation
and poaching.

Palm oil production is very profitable. It is a main ingredient in all kinds of everyday
products such as ice cream. The climate and landscape of Borneo make the island a
magnet for plantation developers, but to get to the soil they have to clear the trees. Being
exotic hardwoods, the trees themselves are also valuable.
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¢ In 2001, the World Bank (WB) predicted that all unprotected Sumatran rainforest would
disappear by 2005 and it really had happened. In 2005, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
predicted an uncertain future for the remaining rainforest in Borneo. Without protection,
by 2025 the rainforest could become too fragmented to ensure the long
term survival of the orangutans.

e Scientists believe that up to half of the orang-utan population has been lost over the past
ten years. If their annual death rate increases by just two per cent, orang-utans face
extinction in the next thirty years. Despite legal protection, there’s a thriving underground
market for orang-utans as pets. Up to three a day are taken for this reason alone. Orang-
utans are also killed for their meat.

¢ By building roads into the rainforest, the illegal loggers make it easier for poachers to hunt
and kill one thousand orang-utans each year. In nearly every case the poacher has to kill
the mother to capture the baby. This means that for every baby kept as a pet, at least one
adult is lost. Clearly the first problem to tackle is deforestation. If we halt the logging and
tree clearing, it will not only protect the habitat but help save the orang-utans.

From paragraph 1:

1. What action is The World Wildlife Fund taking as mentioned in line 2? [1]

From paragraph 2:

2. (a) Two main causes of this destruction (deforestation) have been mentioned in this
paragraph. What are they? [2]

(b) According to the passage why are fires started in the forest? [1]
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From paragraph 3:

3.(a) What may be the potential use of the rich diversity of plant species? [2]

(b) Who are the Men of the forest according to the passage? Give your answer in one word.

[1]

From paragraph 4:

4. In what sense does the author say that the orangutans lose both their home and their
food source? [1]

From paragraph 6:

5. What are the predictions of WB and WWF? [1]

From paragraph 7:

6. Why are orangutans killed? [1]
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From the whole passage:

7. Choose four of the following words or phrases. For each of them give one word or short
phrase (of not more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the word or

phrase has in the passage. [2]
1. tropical 4. recurrent 7. thriving
2. species 5. extinction 8. poacher
3. incredible 6. Dwindling
SI No Words Meaning
1.
2.
3.
4,

(Creative Writing)]

8. Write an essay on any one of the following topics. [8 Marks]
[Write about 200 to 250 words. Up to 5 marks are available for the content and structure of your

answer and up to 5 marks for the style and accuracy of your writing.]

Descriptive Essay
o Describe the picture of either a railway station or a market place
e Describe an event recently held in your school.

OR, Narrative Essay
e Write a story in which a text message plays an important role.

o Write a story about a person when everything goes wrong in his life.
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Total Marks: /20

Q1l

Expand and simplify.

(@) 5(3x—2)—3(2x—3)

(b) 2x+3)(x—7)
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Q2

1 8
Work out 13 X9
Give your answer as a mixed number in its simplest form.

Q3

A rope is cut into three pieces with lengths in the ratio 3 :5:4.
The length of the shortest piece of rope is 180 cm.

(a) Find the length, in cm, of the longest piece of rope.

(b) Find the total length of rope.
Give your answer in metres.
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Q4: ABC is a right-angled triangle with,

AB=6cm.
AC=8cm.

Not drawn
accurately

6 cm

H

A 8 cm C

Calculate the length of the missing side BC.
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Q5

(@)
NOT TO
SCALE

o2

The diagram shows four straight lines meeting at a point.

Work out the value of x.

(b) ABC is a straight line and BCD is an equilateral triangle.

C

NOT TO
SCALE

Work out the value of y.
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............................................ [2]
Q6
Solve the simultaneous equations.
Show your working.
x+2y=7 (2]
3x+4y =11
[2]
............................................ [4]
Q7
These are the first four terms of a sequence.
1 3 9 27
Find the next term of the sequence.
............................................ [1]
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Section C

Urdu

Total Marks: /20
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Section D
Arabic

Total Marks: /20
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From the topics listed below, write an essay in Arabic, of about 150 words. It will be to your advantage
to keep to the recommended length.

-hjw‘@%@jwbjo’“uﬁ%g )
Write an essay about field trip.
iy de (g =Y
Describe your school.
cohaibne B 35 S Cas -

Describe the shopping centre in your area.
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Do not translate the passage below. First read it carefully and then answer, briefly and in Arabic, the
guestions that follow.
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